
CITY OF BLAINE 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

MEETING DATE:  August 27, 2007 
 

SUBJECT:                         WSDOT Construction Noise Waiver Request 
 
SUBMITTING DEPT: Public Works 
 
P
                         (Digital Signature) 

REPARED BY:  ________________________________  

 
AGENDA LOCATION:  Comments/Communications;   Consent;   Committee Reports  

 Unfinished Business;  Council Action Items;  Public Hearing;  Standing Committees  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  1.  August 10, 2007 request from WSDOT 
 2.  Resolution No. 1470-07   
 
ANALYSIS / SUMMARY:   Reconstruction of SR 543 includes Portland Cement Concrete 
Paving (PCCP) operations.  A portion of this work was completed in June, and the second phase 
is scheduled for September 4 through September 24.  PCCP requires that the concrete be poured, 
then cut to accommodate weather-related shrinkage and expansion.   Because cutting cannot be 
scheduled until the cement is properly cured, and because curing time varies with weather conditions, 
flexibility in the cutting schedule is necessary.  Because it may be necessary to perform sawcutting 
operations during hours normally restricted for construction noise, WSDOT has requested a waiver, with 
conditions, as described in the attached letter. 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   Waive 2nd Reading:  Staff recommends that the City Council 
approve this construction noise waiver request with conditions as noted in attached Resolution 
No. 1470-07. 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS:  No impact. 
 
REVIEWED BY: 
 
City Manager __________
     (Digital Signature)    (Digital Signature)   (Digital Signature) 

______ Finance Director ________________ City Clerk _________________ 

 
COUNCIL ACTION:  

 Approved       Denied       Tabled/Deferred      Assigned to: _____________________  
 
COUNCIL ACTION:  __________________________________________________________ 
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Resolution No. 1470-07 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TEMPORARY  
CONSTRUCTION NOISE WAIVER FOR WSDOT 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES TO FACILITATE 
PAVING AND SAWCUTTING WORK INCLUDED 

IN THE SR 543 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. 
 

WHEREAS, Title 8 of the Blaine Municipal Code defines construction noise as a 
nuisance and restricts construction noise hours to mitigate impacts of such nuisance, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has recognized that the time limitations generally imposed 
in Title 8 at Section 8.10.010 may impede certain types of construction from time to time, 
and on June 25, 2007 enacted Ordinance No. 07-2667 to allow for limited waiver of such 
time restrictions where the public interest is served, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) has 
requested a construction noise waiver to facilitate Portland Cement Concrete Paving 
(PCCP) operations beginning September 4 and continuing for about 20 days, between H 
Street and the Canadian Border on SR 543, and  
 
WHEREAS, the City recognizes the special scheduling requirements for PCCP 
installation and sawcutting as outlined in the August 10, 2007 noise waiver request from 
Chris Damitio, Project Engineer, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BLAINE, WASHINGTON, THAT: 
 
The City of Blaine, by this resolution, grants a construction noise waiver to WSDOT for 
PCCP installation and sawcutting operations beginning September 4 and continuing for 
about 20 days, between H Street and the Canadian Border on SR 543, with the following 
mitigation measures: 
 

1. All vehicles shall be equipped with ambient sensitive backup warning devices 
to the extent allowed or required by the Washington State Department of 
Labor and Industries; 

2. The 24-hour WSDOT complaint number, as well as a list of designated 
contact persons, shall be provided to the City for the purpose of forwarding 
complaints; 

3. Lighting used for nighttime work shall be directed away or shielded from 
oncoming traffic and residences; and 

4. WSDOT shall notify residents along 12th and 14th Streets of the planned 
activities. 
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Should the noise associated with this construction be determined to be in violation of 
WAC 173-60 standards, Council authorizes the City Manager to require additional 
mitigation measures, or to cancel the waiver. 
 
PASSED BY the City Council of the City of Blaine, Washington and approved by the 
Mayor on this 27th day of August, 2007. 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      MIKE MYERS, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
SHERI SANCHEZ, City Clerk 
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