CITY OF BLAINE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

September 26, 2005
7:00 P.M. 
A.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – END OF SESSION
B.
WORK SESSION – 5:15 p.m. – Electric Rate Adjustment
C.
CALL TO ORDER
· MOMENT OF SILENCE
· PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
· ROLL CALL:  Bob Brunkow, Ken Ely, Marsha Hawkins, John Liebert, Mike Myers, Bonnie Onyon, Bruce Wolf (excused)
· STAFF PRESENT:   Steve Banham Public Works Director; Sheri Sanchez, City Clerk; Meredith Riley Finance Director; Terry Galvin Community Development Director.
D.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

1. Chief Tom Fields – he introduced himself to the council and brought everyone up to date regarding the status of the fire district.
2. Ken Oplinger, 250 Peace Arch Court – he voiced his concerns regarding the Minute Men and articles in the Bellingham Herald and the Northern Light.  He requested that the council resolve not to support this group and will provide further information to the council regarding the position that other towns have taken.  
3. Richard Williams, 8264 Cowichan Road – wanted to address the Inverness Development relating to Birch Bay Water & Sewer District.
E. PUBLIC HEARING (MEETING)
· PLEASE NOTE:  Persons speaking on any issue will be allowed three (3) minutes.  An additional two (2) minutes of non-repetitive testimony will be allowed after all testimonies have been heard.

F.
CITY MANAGER AND STAFF REPORTS
1.
Major Development – Terry Galvin reported that there are no formal major developments at this time.  There will be 2 submitted shortly and when they are completed Galvin will place in council boxes.  

2.
Neighborhood Meetings Update – Galvin completed 2 and 3 day work sessions.  There will be work sessions on East Blaine at the fire station on Odell.  October 19th starts the schedule for the Comprehensive Plan review process.  
3.
Boardwalk Update – Sandy Petersen reported the ground breaking happened on Friday, September 16th.  The BNSF permit has been received so we can work in the right of way.  The notice to proceed has not yet been issued.  We are waiting for the contractors schedule to approve and review.  

4.
Lightouse Point Update – Sandy Petersen also reported on this.  Steve Banham is at a conference regarding the technology we are buying for the City.  Steve will also take a tour of other plants.  We also had a meeting to discuss the preliminary selection process of choosing equipment.  
5.
Initiative 900 – Gary Tomsic spoke on this initiative.  This requires performance audits of state and local governments performed by the state auditor’s office.  This is funded by diverting sales tax to a performance audit fund.
6.
Initiative 912 – Tomsic – This appeals the nickel tax put on gasoline in 2005 legislative session.  Both of these initiatives could have an impact on local government.  

G
  MAYOR’S REPORT
1. Proclamation for Walk Across Washington – Liebert reported.  This takes place from October 9th through the 15th.  This promotes physical activity and creating healthy communities.  October 15th is the walk across Blaine – from the school to the border and back.  
MOTION MADE BY BONNIE ONYON TO ACCEPT THIS PROCLAMATION.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY KEN ELY AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (6-0, Wolf Absent)
2. Letter from business owner, Jeff Kent, who purchased property and found out that the zoning was changed.

3. Letter received from Mayor of Ferndale regarding issues on assault and abuse.  He would like the council to enter the first annual Mayor’s race to end abuse on December 1, 2005.  

H. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
1. Letter from Everett Barton dated September 21, 2005.

2. Letter from Dennis Olason dated September 22, 2005.

3. Fax from Joel Douglas dated September 23, 2005.

I.
CONSENT AGENDA
· Items listed below have been distributed to Council members in advance for study and will be enacted by one motion.  If separate discussion is desired on an item, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the regular Agenda at the request of a Council Member.
4. Approval of Bills – Amount $199,731.71
5. Approval of Payroll – 
6. Approval of September 12 and September 19th, 2005 City Council Minutes

MOTION MADE BY BOB BRUNKOW TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY KEN ELY AND APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY (6-0).
J. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Electric Rate Adjustment – Resolution 1412-05 – Meredith Riley discussed issues requiring the need to raise rates that were discussed in the work session.  They will increase residential by 2.5%, increase commercial and industrial by 2% and increased base rates for all customers and demand rates which affect our larger commercial/industrial customers.  This will increase the projected fund balance for 2006 about $200,000.  Tomsic noted that over the past 10 years there have only been 2 rate increases.  He felt staff should make small increases every year.  Liebert noted that thee were five different alternatives that had been discussed.  This will go into effect with the October billing cycle.  
MOTION MADE BY KEN ELY TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 1412-05 – ELECTRIC RATE ADJUSTMENT WITH CONDITION NUMBER 3 WORDED INTO THE RESOLUTION.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MARSHA HAWKINS.

Brunkow felt we need to clarify #3 and Liebert explained that was 2.5% increase for residential and a 2% increase for commercial and industrial and a base rate increase and demand rate increase of $1.00 per kw/hour over 50,000 kwh.  

THE MOTION WAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (6-0, Wolf Absent).
K. COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS
1. Resolution 1414-05, Inverness Development (Semiahmoo) Wastewater to BBW&SD.  Petersen report on this subject.  Richard Williams represents Trillium and spoke on the proposed resolution.  

MOTION MADE BY BONNIE ONYON TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 1414-05 AND WAIVE THE 2ND READING.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MIKE MYERS.  THE MOTION WAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (6-0, Wolf Absent).
L. COUNCIL NEW BUSINESS
· Onyon showed a picture of the Bremerton Boardwalk.

· Airport Alternative land use committee – 8 people have agreed to sit on the committee.  Onyon has agreed to represent the council.  
M. COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS
N. ADJOURN – 8:19 p.m.
Americans with Disability Act (ADA) Requirement:  The meeting location is accessible.  If you require a special accommodation during your attendance at any public meeting, please contact the City Clerk (360) 332-8311, 7-10 days prior to the meeting date you will be attending.  Thank you.
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