Blaine Tourism Advisory Committee
Minutes
City Hall Council Chambers, 435 Martin Street, Suite 4000
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Tuesday, October 8, 2019
8:00 A.M.
Committee Members
Annette Bagley 
Bob Boule

Debby Farmer

 Louise Mugar

 Sandie Miller

 Liz Thornton

 Nicole Newton

 Sandy Baker
 and Steve Lawrenson

 For information regarding this Agenda, please call:  (360-332-8311) 
All proceedings are recorded. 
1. CALL TO ORDER – 8:07A.M.

2. ROLL CALL: 
Present: Bob Boule (8:18 A.M.), Debby Farmer, Louise Mugar, Sandie Miller, and Steve Lawrenson
Absent: Sandy Baker, Annette Bagley, Liz Thornton, and Nicole Newton
Staff: 
Stacie Pratschner, Community Development Director; and 

Alex Wenger, Planner II 
3. Audience Comments

Jesse Crite – 8827 Niska Road; Blaine, WA 98230 – gives an update for Rocktober Fest and considers it to a successful community, family, and vendor event; urges later hours for a potential night market. Targeted Facebook ads and other advertising methods are discussed as well as a radio/market promotion that reached up to four million listeners.
Christine (last name and address needed) – asks for further clarification about the concerns of the Committee regarding the International Sculpture Exhibit. 

4. Continued Business
· BTAC Grant Budget Recommendations: 2020 Grant Award Recommendations
BTAC Budget – revenue is up and at projected amounts, expenditures are down because of the unfilled position among other things. There shouldn’t be any issue with the proposed funds considering the status of reserves. The policy of matching contributions is discussed and supported by the Committee. The Committee has continued interest in the Holiday Harbor Lights and recommends allocating $15,000 in the 2020 budget for Holiday Harbor Lights, which will allow the utility availability to be addressed.

Staff provides an update to the Committee noting the limited power access points, which include a few pedestals, amphitheater, and reclamation plant, Maintenance has concerns about providing adequate power. Possibility for future utility connection, but not yet funded by the Parks fund; the possibility to stage clusters around existing power sources exists. 
Motion to allocate $15,000 to the reserves for the 2020 budget for Holiday Harbor Lights, which the Committee supports but wishes to address the issue of power availability, introduced by Mr. Boule, seconded by Ms. Miller; motion approved (5-0).
Staff discusses the possibility for miscellaneous events in the downtown; in the 2019 budget, there was funds allocated for these purposes. The Committee recommends an additional $5,000.00 for miscellaneous events/reserves

Motion to approve the amounts of recommended funding for the identified events in 2020 introduced by Mr. Boule, seconded by Ms. Mugar; motion approved (5-0).

5.  Future Agenda Items
Funding for covering the G Street Plaza is to be discussed.

6. Items from the Committee

7. Informational Items
Propose the next BTAC meeting on Jan. 14, 2020.

New Council representative at the next meeting.

8. Adjournment: 8:45 A.M.
